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CONSTRUCTING  

EXCELLENCE 
We have more than 300 construction 

businesses in  Pontypridd, which repre-

sents 16% of our total          businesses. 

This is a higher proportion than either 

the Wales or UK averages, so it’s a really 

important part of our local economy. So 

I was especially delighted to host the 

Constructing Excellence in Wales 

Awards at the Senedd this month .   

TOP QUIZZERS                   Page 4 

Congratulations to Pontypridd Labour Party’s most intelligent  

foursome! 

STATION UPDATE                                     Page 6 
The £10.7m upgrade of Pontypridd station will transform the 

station and allow more trains to run to and from Cardiff.   

HOSPITAL UPDATE                                     Page 2  
Despite campaigning hard with Owen, Leighton Andrews, Chris 

Bryant and many others we were unfortunately not successful in 

retaining the full range of A&E at the Royal Glamorgan. 

Monthly update report               April 2014    

BEATING bTB               Page 3 

The Welsh Government’s approach is reducing infection rates 

twice as fast as in England. 
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Let’s support our volunteers 

Much of our heritage would be at risk if it were not for 

the work of volunteers.  Community  volunteers do an 

incredible job, sometimes with very little support.    

Often they are working on important or innovative  

projects, with significant educational and cultural    

value, which would be otherwise lost.   

Too often volunteers find themselves in limbo;                

unable to access finance and faced with complex bureaucratic obstacles. The forthcoming   

Heritage Bill must address this.  It should seek to simplify processes and provide a level of  

funding sufficient to facilitate volunteer groups start-ups’. 

I’m also keen for the bill to address a gap in current legislation. Whilst we have a lot of           

legislation that is about protecting our heritage, there is nothing that creates a legal obligation 

on owners to maintain a particular structure.  Consequently, we have a system that allows for 

the gradual deterioration of much of our heritage, to such an extent that structures eventually 

collapse. 

 

Royal Glamorgan update 
We have campaigned for the retention of services at 
the Royal Glamorgan over a long period, so the 
news that the Royal Glamorgan’s full range of    
A&E services will not be maintained is very                   

disappointing.   

I also believe that the Royal Glamorgan’s expertise and 
capacity in respect of neo-natal care has been           
under-estimated. 

The South Wales Programme Board has however committed to a long-term future for the   
Royal Glamorgan Hospital and also confirmed that it will take a leading role in the fields of 
acute medicine and diagnostics, which I welcome. 

RCT is top beneficiary of ESF   

In a question to the Finance Minister, I highlighted the employment, training and         

education benefits to people in RCT of the European Social Fund. 

The ESF is vital to the Welsh economy and no more so in Pontypridd and our neighbours in 
Cynon Valley and Rhondda, Almost 60 000 people in RCT have participated in various 
schemes since 2007, the highest number of any local authority in Wales. 

ESF has helped 6700 people in RCT to enter employment; a further 5100 have gone on to  
further learning and over 21 000 have gained qualifications.  In each instance these are the 
best figures in Wales.” In highlighting the central importance of ESF and the threat a withdraw-
al from Europe would bring in terms of future funding, anything less than full, energetic and 
constructive engagement in  Europe threatens our ability to fund the range of innovative 
schemes, such as ESF that have boosted people’s employment prospects and job creation.  
Losing access would be a  disaster for the many people who benefit from these schemes and 
for the Welsh economy itself. 
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Celebrating construction excellence 

I was delighted to welcome Milica Kitson, CEO, Constructing  

Excellence in Wales and delegates from across the construction 

sector to the Senedd for the Constructing Excellence Awards. 

A thriving construction sector is great news for employment   

prospects.  In Pontypridd we have more than 300 construction 

businesses.  At 16% of our total businesses, this is a higher pro-

portion than either the Wales or UK averages, which underlines just how important this sector is to us.   

That’s why I was particularly delighted that Vince Hanly from RCT was recognised for his innovation in 

the area of construction procurement.  As an area with real strength in depth in construction, it’s fitting 

that one of the top winners was one of our own. 

Report on Welsh Cooperatives & Mutuals 

I was very pleased to host the launch of this important 

report.  Cooperatives have outperformed more        

conventional businesses in recent years and are more 

resilient in a downturn.  Whilst in Wales they are typi-

cally quite small at present they have the ability to 

grow, as examples around the world have shown. 

As Professor Andrew Davies, who chaired the Commission 

said, new ways of organising economic activity are needed, in which co-operation and mutuality 

are fundamental principles.  The report is all about creating the right environment for co-

operatives and mutual to prosper in Wales in the future. 

Control of bTB 
The approach being taken by the Welsh Government has led to dramatic reductions in 
the incidence of bovine TB among herds affected and animals slaughtered.  As I      
highlighted at Ministerial questions, on every measure available to us, Wales is deliver-

ing reductions in bovine TB at twice the rate of the Government in England.  

The UK government set criteria to judge the success of its cull.  It has failed on the ‘humane’ 
test, with 18% of badgers taking longer than 5 minutes to die.  It has also failed the               
effectiveness test with kill targets being missed and the cost of each kill being up to £4000 
verses £700 to vaccinate.  It’s time they abandoned the cull and adopted the range of 
measures we have here in Wales. 

No flood in Rhydyfelin! 
Despite the worst storms for a century and the area’s history of flooding, Rhydyfelin 
was flood free as a result of flood defences introduced in 2012 by the Welsh              

Government. 

The story in Rhydyfelin is typical of communities across Wales, which have benefitted from the 
Welsh Government’s joined-up approach to flood prevention.  Contrast this with the chaos and 
misery across the border where the UK Government has had no strategic plan whatsoever. 
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Pontypridd station upgrade 
During my site visit to Pontypridd railway     
station I was taken through the upgrade plans 

by the contractors. 

They really are extensive. In addition to the        
entrance and foyer being totally transformed, there 
will be new platforms, improved lighting, a new 
footbridge, CCTV, new lifts and new customer   
information screens. 

This is a great boost for the town and with more 
trains running it’s good for job prospects too. 

Flying start 
2,542 children 
in RCT benefit-
ted from the 
Welsh Govern-
ment’s Flying 
Start services 
during 2012 -

13.   

Flying Start of-
fers eligible par-
ents free quality 
childcare for children under the age of four, 
parenting support, an enhanced health visitor 
service and help with their children’s early  
language development.  

Children who live in poverty are much more 
likely to have worse health outcomes, worse 
education outcomes and poorer job prospects  

Poor children are more likely to become poor 
adults who then go on to become parents of 
poor children.  Flying Start is a means of 
breaking this cycle in some of the poorest fam-
ilies in our community. 

A record 23,000 children living in Wales’ most 
deprived communities are benefitting from the 
flagship Welsh Government scheme and a 
£279 million expansion scheme will mean that 
Flying Start reaches more families than ever 
before. 

There are however a number of anomalies 
that have brought to my attention, such as 
some people in a particular Communities First 
area being accepted on the scheme, whilst 
others are not.  I’m taking this up with the Min-
ister. 

Congratulations Jenny! 
Jenny Jeffreys, a long-standing member in 
Rhydyfelin, was recently recognised for 

her 30 year involvement in credit unions. 

Credit unions and other cooperative ventures 
are often at the heart of our communities and 
they continue to grow in popularity. That 
growth is largely due to the commitment of 
people like Jenny. 

Dementia 
Friends 
launch 
I've signed up to show my support for   
Dementia Friends, and am encouraging 
people in Pontypridd to do the same by 

visiting dementiafriends.org.uk  

With a growing number of people living with 
dementia, it's more important than ever we all 
have a better understanding of the condition.  


