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AMBULANCE TIMES MUST IMPROVE 
Ambulance handover times have improved dramatically, but more 

needs to be done on emergency response times.  See inside. 

‘GAME CHANGING’ BOOST FOR SCHOOLS 
Three of our local schools will take part in the ‘Welsh Govern-

ment’s ‘Challenge Cymru’ scheme.  Find out more inside. 

FIRE CAMPAIGN ON PONTY HIGH STREET 
Owen and I were in Pontypridd High Street with fire crews as part 

of the campaign to save the Pontypridd retained engine. 

PONTYPRIDD APPRENTICES LEAD THE WAY 
I met Kate from Graigwen and Callum from Llantwit Fardre on a recent visit to GE Aviation in 

Nantgarw.  Both are second year apprentices who are going through the Welsh Government’s 

Job Growth Wales scheme.  Both Callum and Kate are doing great and they are part of a record 

numbers of apprentices in Wales.  Inside you can find out how Pontypridd is leading the way. 
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Challenge Cymru schools programme 

I welcome the Welsh Governments inclusion of Hawthorn High,             
Tonyrefail and Pontypridd High as part of the schools Challenge 

Cymru programme. 

This is a £20 million investment in 40 schools across Wales who have 
the potential to make a step-change in their performance.  Each of our 
three schools will be given the opportunity to access proven expertise, to 
deliver a package of support that is individually tailored to meet each 
school’s needs and the needs of their learners.  

This is a big investment of time, expertise and resource in the three 
schools and I’m backing the staff, governors and pupils as they begin 
this exciting journey.  We already have a number of high performing 
schools in the constituency and I look forward to Hawthorn, Tonyrefail 
and Pontypridd adding to their number. 

The Welsh Labour Government is committed to raising standards across 
the board in our education system and this Schools Challenge Cymru 
programme will be a huge support for the schools over the coming 
months. 

Ponty’s Big Welsh Bite 
The Big Welsh Bite is entering its 11th year and the 2014 event on 2 & 3 Aug is shaping up 

to be a fantastic occasion, with a range of local business participating.   

As well as boosting the profits of those taking part, the thousands of people attending the Big 

Bite also contribute to the wider local economy.  So, I welcome RCT’s decision to continue to 

hold the festival in Ynysangharad Park.  

The Welsh Government has provided funding to a number of food festivals across Wales includ-

ing the Big Welsh Bite.  This investment provides not only a boost to food businesses, but does 

much to encourage a ‘good food’ culture in Wales and to promote Wales as a visitor destination. 

My website mickantoniw.co.uk 
I’ve upgraded my website to offer easy access to information for constituents.  You can now ac-
cess all my Assembly speeches and questions, together with copies of newspaper articles.  You 
can also download a copies of this newsletter and the Pontypridd Herald. 

Community Council plan 
Community Councillors and I are in the 

process of finalising our submission to 

Welsh government on the role of      

Community Councils following local   

government re-organisation. I’ll provide a 

full update next month, but would like to 

take the opportunity to than councillors 

and Clerks for their positive engagement 

in this initiative. 

With some of the Community Councillors taking part in 
the initiative 
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Ambulance Emergency Response Times  

Whilst I welcome Cwm Taf Health Board’s leading performance on ambulance handover 

times, ambulance emergency response times in RCT need to improve. 

Cwm Taf Health Board is achieving an average handover time of 8min 43sec, compared to a tar-

get of 15 minutes.  This figure is the best in Wales and that deserves recognition. 

However, we are still to see the same level of progress in respect of ambulance emergency calls 

performance and I stressed this point to Health Minister Mark Drakeford during health questions.  

I have no doubt that this issue is an absolute priority for the Minister and for Cwn Taf Health 

Board.  As we have seen with ambulance hand-over times, Cwm Taf is capable of exemplar per-

formance and I am confidence that we will see improvements.  Nevertheless I will continue to 

monitor this issue closely and intervene again if necessary.  The people of Pontypridd must have 

and deserve the best emergency care. 

Fantastic public support for fire engine campaign 
We had a tremendous response from people in Pontypridd town centre when Owen Smith 

and I, together with a small army of supporters and the fire crews themselves distributed 

leaflets urging people to get involved in the public consultation. 

The consultation period has now closed and the decision on whether to remove one engine from 

Pontypridd  or close Porth will be announced in September. 

We have fought a good, positive campaign, with the AM, MP, councillors and the fire crews all 

pulling together.  Now we must maintain this right up to the eve of the decision to ensure we get 

the right outcome for RCT. 

Asbestos Bill reaches the Supreme Court 

My Private Members Bill: Recovery of Medical Costs for Asbestos Diseases (Wales) Bill 

reached a critical stage in May as evidence was heard at the Supreme Court.   

The Bill will enable Welsh NHS costs for asbestos victims’ treatment to be recovered from negli-

gent employers or their insurers, benefitting the Welsh NHS by around £1m. The Bill will place an 

obligation on employers who exposed workers to deadly asbestos, compelling them to reimburse 

the NHS in Wales for the cost of treating those asbestos victims. 
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Apprenticeships update 

Last month I reported on how the number of apprenticeships in Pontypridd has soared by 

more than 30% over the last year.  Pontypridd was already outperforming the Welsh       

average, which itself is well ahead of what’s being achieved in England. 

Figures published this month show that 91% of Pontypridd apprentices that complete their course 

go on to secure permanent employment within three months.  This is a staggering figure and is 

testament to the quality of the opportunities provided of the individual apprentices themselves.” 

Apprenticeship schemes form part of the Job Growth Wales strategy, which is part- financed by 

EU structural funding.  The record high of 28 000 Welsh apprentices is a good example of how 

Wales benefits from our continued membership of the EU. 

Respiratory health plan 
I was pleased to attend the launch event in the Assembly 

and support the British Lung Foundation in their fight 

against lung disease. This plan seeks to reduce the     

burden of respiratory disease on the Welsh population. 

It’s vital its targets are achieved. 

Lung disease has a massive impact on people in Wales and 

on our health service.  It affects up to 20% of the population 

and in many instances the disease has not been diagnosed. 

Early detection is vital and Wales’ first ever national plan is 

aimed at raising awareness as well as ensuring that the 

Welsh NHS delivers fast, effective care.    

With Chris Mulholland, Head of the  
British Lung Foundation  charity 

We must improve our cancer screening rates 

Whilst it is encouraging to see cancer screening rates increasing as a result of the good 

work undertaken by Public Health Wales, in areas such as Beddau and Rhydyfelin the 

number of people coming forward is below the target rates.  For bowel cancer it is less 

than 50%.  This is an important issue, which I raised at First Minister’s questions. 

We need to ensure that life expectancy across Wales is equalised, which means that relatively 

disadvantaged areas, where people are not currently coming forward, should be specifically tar-

geted by the Welsh Government. 

Tories pit Hedgehogs v Badgers 
Last month, Owen Paterson completed another about-

turn on the badger cull in England. Having first said the 

cull will not proceed he now says it has only been post-

poned until 2015.  Because he is flying in the face of all 

the available science, he is trying to pit the badger 

against Britain’s favourite native species - the hedgehog.   

Badgers and hedgehogs compete for the same food.  It is   

obvious, as the Ecologist magazine and others have pointed 

out, that if you eliminate one species other competing species 

will benefit.  To blame badgers for the worrying decline in 

hedgehog numbers is simply wrong. 

 

On a visit to a local  
hedgehog rescue   

charity 


