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| am a long-standing supporter of the voting age being lowered to 16. My views are based on the belief
that i) those individuals who pay income tax should not be excluded from the democratic process, which
sets and regulates taxes, and ii) that at 16, individuals are perfectly capable of making decisions that
affect their future and that of the wider community.

In making my submission however, | wanted to ensure that my views were representative of the age
group that would be directly affected by the proposed change. To test this | held consultation events at
Bryn Celynnog and Y Pant high schools in my constituency.

Around 100 pupils, aged 16 and 17 participated in the debate sessions. Students were split into groups
and asked to argue either ‘for’ or ‘against’ reducing the voting age. | was encouraged that the

overwhelming majority of students (76%) were in favour of lowering the voting age.

Interestingly, in one group, where students were asked to vote both before and after the debate, the
proportion of students voting ‘for’ increased from 66% to 80%.
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The key themes in favour of reducing the voting age were:

It is fundamentally unfair that people cannot vote at 16 when they have/can have other ‘adult
responsibilities’.

This was a feature of each group’s feedback with the following comments being typical: ‘Unfair for older
people to decide young people’s future.” ‘It’s our future but we are denied a vote.” ‘No vote for our
generation means no change for our futures.” ‘[There aren’t] many ways for our voice to be heard.’ ‘How
can we not be [given the] vote when older generations are? They have different views [to us].” ‘Adults
vote on policies that affect them but don’t always care about policies that affect our generation.’

A number of groups cited Brexit (where 16 and 17 year olds had no vote) and the Scottish Independence
Referendum (where, in Scotland 16 and 17 year olds did vote) as issues that are fundamentally about the
‘future’ and where their voice needed to be heard.

A number of groups drew attention to the inconsistency of allowing 16 year olds to pay taxes, get
married and join the army whilst not being allowed to vote. During the debate this view developed with
for example, the differentiation within the minimum/living wage (which is lower for young people)
being identified as unfair.

Increased participation by young people would encourage political parties to develop policies on the
issues that affect young people.

There was a recognition that those sections of society that engaged in the democratic process are more
likely attract attention from political parties, with the recent focus on policies for ‘older people’ cited
most often.

Voting at sixteen encourages interest in politics at an early age.

A number of groups highlighted the benefits of voting at 16 in developing the ‘habit’ of voting,
developing an interest in democracy, ‘modernising’ politics and making young people more independent.



A further interesting observation is that voting could help to change the negative [‘not interested’]
stereotype surrounding teenagers.

The key themes against reducing the voting age were:
16 year olds have insufficient knowledge of politics and the political process.

This was a view that was also recognised by those groups in favour of lowering the voting age. The ma-
jority of students felt that providing political education in schools would be either desirable or necessary.
When asked for voting intentions if a commitment to provide appropriate political education in school
was in place the proportion of students supporting a voting age reduction increased from 80% to 100%

Young people are more susceptible to ‘negative influence’.

Fears were expressed about undue influence from parents, peers and radical groups. The potential
negative role of social media in influencing political views was also identified. A number of groups
thought that a ‘lack of knowledge about politics’ was the main reason why they may be negatively influ-
enced, but most acknowledged that ‘lack of knowledge’ could be equally applied to many adults.

16 and 17 year olds may not make the effort to vote.

Views on why young people may not vote included: ‘politics is not relevant to them and/or that it is
boring’, ‘Youth turnout is already low’, ‘young people may vote for ‘joke’ parties’ and ‘the novelty of
voting will wear off.” The current voting system was also cited by one group as a reason why 16 and 17
years olds may not vote. However, both those ‘for’ and ‘against’ agreed that online voting needs to be
introduced in order to maximise engagement.

Reducing the voting age may be a ‘slippery slope.’

One group argued that by lowering voting to 16 it was only a matter of time before there was a push to
lower it further. In the same vein, it was also suggested that by establishing 16 as ‘adulthood’ this would
mean for example, a move to lower the age at which alcohol could be purchased.

Summary

Without exception the students engaged in the debates in an enthusiastic and thoughtful way. Their
views were expressed with great clarity and conviction. The experience reinforced my view of that at 16
and 17, young people are absolutely competent and (in most cases) willing to have a say in the decisions
that affect their lives. | also remain convinced that it fundamentally unfair that those who pay tax do not
have a say. As aresult, | remain firmly in favour of reducing the voting age to 16.

However, the consultations have clearly identified that any reduction in the voting age must go hand-in-
hand with the provision of appropriate political education, delivered in the classroom from as early as age
14. Without this commitment | do not believe that the voting age reduction can be the success that I, and
the majority of the students who participated, would want it to be.

Mick Antoniw
Assembly Member for Pontypridd
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Hoffwn ddiolch i'r myfyrwyr yn ysgol Uwchradd Bryn

| Celynnog ac Ysgol Uwchradd Y Pant am eu cyfraniad
gwerthfawr, ac i'r penaethiaid chweched dosbarth, Kris-
ty Thomas a Sara Nowell, am drefnu’r sesiynau.

| would like to thank the students at Bryn
Celynnog and Y Pant schools for their valuable input and
to their sixth form heads, Kristy Thomas and Sara Nowell

for arranging the sessions.
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Students worked in groups to produce arguments for and
' against reducing the voting age
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